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Born and raised in Cape Town, South 
Africa, Dan Mace is a twenty-first century 

director and filmmaker. With a sensitive 
style, graphic aesthetics and inspirational 

narratives, he tells stories that showcase 
the power of perception and challenge 

the way people interpret life.
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ABOUT
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Who 
Is Dan Mace?
Hi, I am Dan.

I am a creative and visionary Film Director, Filmmaker and 
Youtuber. Over my 10-year career behind the camera, I have 
directed over 100 commercials, music videos, documentaries 
and short films spanning across four continents. 

After my time at AFDA in Cape Town, I set up my first film 
company at the age of twenty-one and have since set up 
several other companies as well as worked for some major 
Production Houses. Having joined YouTube in 2011, I have 
grown an audience of 160 000 + unique subscribers and over 
20 Million views. 

I write, produce and edit the majority of my own work and 
consider myself to be an all-round creative. 

Recognition for my work has seen me achieving multiple 
accolades including three Young Director Awards at Cannes 
Lions, an African Cristal Film Grand Prix, Bronze Loerie
Awards, Ciclope Africa Editing Craft awards, and Creative 
Circle ad of the month, amongst others. 

As a Director, my talent lies in my authentic story-telling 
abilities and honed technical knowledge both on and off set. 

However I think my greatest asset is my open mind and my 
ability to think differently. As much as I am able to identify 
with the world as it is, it is my ability to see it the way I want it 
to be that helps me to stand out and craft narrative that has 
meaning to people. I am an altruist with an earnest desire to 
see the world changed for the better, and it’s this desire that I 
use to fuel and inspire my films.
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AWARDS

Over the course of my career I 
have been awarded a 
substantial number of 

commendations
for my work. 

The next few pages list my  
distinctions. 
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Gift – Short film

My Rode Reel Judges film competition winner in 
2015

Cannes Young Directors Award Silver Screen Award 
for best short film 

Mine Sniffing Rats – Short film

Cannes Young Directors Award Silver Screen Award 
for best short film 
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Tusker's - Here's to us

1.4 Showcase 'On The Cusp of Greatness New 
Directors Showcase Award

Ciclope awards- Best editing

Loeries Award- two Bronzes and a Craft

Cannes Young directors Award - Silver in the 
Broadcast category

African Cristal Film Grand Prix

One Show Awards - Two Craft Merits

Creative Circle - Ad of the Month



My
Accolades

I have won numerous awards and 
been published many times for 
my work.

O v e r  t h e  n e x t
f e w  p a g e s  y o u

w i l l  f i n d  a  w r i t e  
u p  a b o u t  m e  a n d
L i n k s  t o  v a r i o u s  

a r t i c l e s
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https://www.channel24.co.za/Movies/News/director-sets-south-african-winning-record-at-cannes-lions-20170623
https://www.tyi.co.za/mzansis-100/mzansi-100-of-2017/influencers-2017/mzansis-100-of-2017-influencer-dan-mace/






https://www.99percentlifestyle.com/positive-thinking-in-todays-digital-age-with-dan-the-director/




Awards Eggstacy: http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/17/162350.html
We don’t need awards to believe in our work: http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/111/163842.html

Sizzling directors to watch: http://www.thecallsheet.co.za/sizzling-directors-to-watch/
On My Radar: https://www.shots.net/features/article/94129/on-my-radar%253A-dan-mace

Ad of the Week: http://www.marklives.com/2017/06/ad-of-the-week-vodacom-ogilvy-team-red-egg-films/
The producer’s wrap: Dan Mace of Egg Films: http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/736/161925.html

Dan Mace; It’s important to make time for great ideas: https://www.mediaupdate.co.za/media/135732/dan-mace-its-important-to-make-time-for-great-ideas
1.4 Awards Showcase: http://www.onepointfour.co/2017/10/10/1-4-awards-showcases-and-medal-winners/

South African Social Media Landscape: https://www.facebook.com/OrnicoMedia/photos/a.10150239237112120.322060.54137117119/10155156575862120/?type=3&theater
https://blog.ted.com/great-shorts-all-the-short-films-and-video-played-at-tedglobal-2017/

Great shorts: The line up of short films and video played at TEDGlobal 2017 :http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/17/161876.html
Stories Out of Africa: http://www.onepointfour.co/2017/12/01/stories-out-of-africa/

Director Speak: https://issuu.com/screenafrica/docs/scaf-july17_web/13
Dan Mace: YouTube star turned TVC prodigy: http://www.marklives.com/2017/07/africa-dispatches-dan-mace-youtube-star-turned-tvc-prodigy/

Mzansi’s 100 of 2017: https://www.tyi.co.za/mzansis-100/mzansi-100-of-2017/influencers-2017/mzansis-100-of-2017-influencer-dan-mace/
2018 winners: http://africa.ciclopefestival.com/winners2018/

Cape Town Magazine - 10 Questions for Dan Mace: https://www.capetownmagazine.com/10-questions/10-questions-for-dan-mace/201_22_20192
Dan win three Young Directors Awards:  http://www.filmcontact.com/news/south-africa/dan-mace-becomes-first-south-african-win-three-young-director-awards-cannes

Directors speak Dan Mace: http://www.screenafrica.com/2017/07/15/commercials/commercials-news/commercials-director-speak-dan-mace/
Top Billing feature: https://topbilling.com/articles/Director-Dan-Mace-shares-the-journey-of-money-in-the-new-Capitec-Ad.html?articleID=3339

New Hunters ad: https://www.mediaupdate.co.za/marketing/142958/egg-films-dan-mace-directs-140bbdos-new-ad-for-hunters
Wits Vuvuzela: http://witsvuvuzela.com/2016/08/12/dan-the-director/

Dan Mace starts something for Hunters: http://adcomm.co.za/dan-mace-starts-something-for-hunters/
https://mycitybynight.co.za/dan-mace-releases-his-first-vlog-in-the-series-of-not-normal-vlogs-and-its-epic/

Dan Mace joins Spy Films: https://lbbonline.com/news/dan-mace-joins-spy-films-for-canadian-representation-2/
Orms feature: https://www.ormsdirect.co.za/blog/disguised-in-nature-by-dan-mace/

Dan Mace shortlisted: http://sacreativenetwork.co.za/2017/06/dan-mace-shortlisted-for-young-director-award-at-cannes-lions/
Win at Cannes - https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/young-director-wins-at-cannes-2041795

Red Bull Featurehttps://www.redbull.com/za-en/lets%20talk%20trash%20film%20director%20interview
https://gevaaalik.com/hoe-sou-vlogging-en-youtube-in-1980s-dan-mace

Sunday Times article - https://www.pressreader.com/south-africa/sunday-times/20160710/281741268750225

MEDIA LINKS
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http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/17/162350.html
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/111/163842.html
http://www.thecallsheet.co.za/sizzling-directors-to-watch/
https://www.shots.net/features/article/94129/on-my-radar:-dan-mace
http://www.marklives.com/2017/06/ad-of-the-week-vodacom-ogilvy-team-red-egg-films/
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/736/161925.html
https://www.mediaupdate.co.za/media/135732/dan-mace-its-important-to-make-time-for-great-ideas
http://www.onepointfour.co/2017/10/10/1-4-awards-showcases-and-medal-winners/
https://www.facebook.com/OrnicoMedia/photos/a.10150239237112120.322060.54137117119/10155156575862120/?type=3&theater
https://blog.ted.com/great-shorts-all-the-short-films-and-video-played-at-tedglobal-2017/
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/17/161876.html
http://www.onepointfour.co/2017/12/01/stories-out-of-africa/
https://issuu.com/screenafrica/docs/scaf-july17_web/13
http://www.marklives.com/2017/07/africa-dispatches-dan-mace-youtube-star-turned-tvc-prodigy/
https://www.tyi.co.za/mzansis-100/mzansi-100-of-2017/influencers-2017/mzansis-100-of-2017-influencer-dan-mace/
http://africa.ciclopefestival.com/winners2018/
https://www.capetownmagazine.com/10-questions/10-questions-for-dan-mace/201_22_20192
http://www.filmcontact.com/news/south-africa/dan-mace-becomes-first-south-african-win-three-young-director-awards-cannes
http://www.screenafrica.com/2017/07/15/commercials/commercials-news/commercials-director-speak-dan-mace/
https://topbilling.com/articles/Director-Dan-Mace-shares-the-journey-of-money-in-the-new-Capitec-Ad.html?articleID=3339
https://www.mediaupdate.co.za/marketing/142958/egg-films-dan-mace-directs-140bbdos-new-ad-for-hunters
http://witsvuvuzela.com/2016/08/12/dan-the-director/
http://adcomm.co.za/dan-mace-starts-something-for-hunters/
https://mycitybynight.co.za/dan-mace-releases-his-first-vlog-in-the-series-of-not-normal-vlogs-and-its-epic/
https://lbbonline.com/news/dan-mace-joins-spy-films-for-canadian-representation-2/
https://www.ormsdirect.co.za/blog/disguised-in-nature-by-dan-mace/
http://sacreativenetwork.co.za/2017/06/dan-mace-shortlisted-for-young-director-award-at-cannes-lions/
https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/young-director-wins-at-cannes-2041795
https://www.redbull.com/za-en/lets%20talk%20trash%20film%20director%20interview
https://gevaaalik.com/hoe-sou-vlogging-en-youtube-in-1980s-dan-mace
https://www.pressreader.com/south-africa/sunday-times/20160710/281741268750225


by most people because 
it is dressed in 
overalls and 

looks like work.

O p p o r t u n i t y  i s  m i s s e d  

Thomas Edison
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EDUCATION
Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.

- Nelson Mandela.



sawie
Reddam House
Constantia

sawie P R E S E N T A T I O N w w w . d a n m a c e . c o m

National Senior Certificate

JAN 2006 – JAN 2008
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Follow your passion, be prepared to work 
hard and sacrifice, and, above all, don't let 

anyone limit your dreams.
- Donovan Bailey

WORK HISTORY



IF NOT WHY NOT

In 2012, I  became the primary co-founder of If Not Why Not, a production company that specialised in event video content which was at the time a 
progressive type of digital media. 

I was responsible for all areas of the business's operations and management. I produced, directed, shot and edited most of the content myself.

I later was offered the opportunity to join AVA, a more established agency specialising in event video and short format corporate
digital video content. 

This afforded me the opportunity to expand my abilities and get involved in the emerging online video environment. 

January 2012 DECEMBER 2013
CAPE TOWN

FOUNDER
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AVA

In 2013 I joined Audio Visual Alchemy, a progressive online digital video content creation agency as their director. 

It was my primary responsibility to conceptualise, direct and edit special interest video projects as well as co-direct the promotional films 
they created for the top South African event co-ordinators, these included, Seed Experiences, one of the biggest festival organisers in the

Western Cape as well as the organisers of Synergy Live, another one of the most well recognised events in South Africa. 

It was here that I was given the freedom to create content that was more in line with the style of film I wanted to conceptualise, direct and produce. 

It was also the year that I met and was introduced to a  number of emerging internationally recognised YouTubers and it sparked my desire to 
want to become a YouTube content creator myself.

January 2013 DECEMBER 2013
CAPE TOWN

DIRECTOR
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DAN THE DIRECTOR

My vision for Dan The Director was to build an online portal that leveraged social media platforms like YouTube, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook to create a 
personal brand image for myself that would allow me to create films that mattered, would have an impact on my audience, be authentic and inspire people. 

I also started it as a way to start leveraging my unique filming and editing style and define a look and feel that was all my own. In the 4 years that it has been 
active I have grown my following to 160,000 subscribers on YouTube, 74,2K followers on Instagram, 24,6K followers on Twitter and have created meaningful and life 

affirming connections with people from all over the world through my dynamic, progressive and genuine approach to creativity.

Although I re-branded to Dan Mace recently the company is still operational and continues to grow and thrive every day. I produced a number of award winning  
films under the Dan The Director brand. These included "Gift" for which I was the My Rode Reel Judges film competition winner in 2015 and the recipient of the 

Cannes Young Directors Award Silver Screen Award for best short film as well as for my short, "Mine Sniffing Rats" which was bestowed under the changing the 
world category..

January 2014 TO PRESENT
CAPE TOWN

FOUNDER
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GROUND GLASS

At Ground Glass it was my responsibility to conceptualize and direct television commercials for some of the biggest brands in Africa. These included 
Capitec Bank and Tusker's - Here's to us which was given a number of special mentions by industry authorities, recognition 

from the global advertising industry and a number of awards. 

These included  the 1.4 Showcase 'On The Cusp of Greatness New Directors Showcase Award, being up for Online Video Production at the 2018 #bookmarks 
and a number of other accolades including, Ciclope awards- Best editing, Loeries Award- two Bronzes and a Craft, Cannes  Young directors Award - Silver 

in the Broadcast category, African Cristal Film Grand Prix, One Show Awards - Two Craft Merits and Creative Circle - Ad of the Month 

January 2016 DECEMBER 2017
CAPE TOWN

Film Director
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EGG FILMS

As a director at Egg Films (One of the most well recognized commercial production companies in the world) , I was given the freedom to explore my 
creativity, grow my talents and merge my two passions, commercials directing and YouTube. 

Under the employ of Colin Howard and aided by a world class team I conceptualized and directed commercials for YouTube Nigeria, Hunters Dry, FNB and 
Vodacom, which was selected as Source Creatives Advert of the day, named Editor’s Pick on AdForum and Ad of the Week on 

MarkLives (A highly respected South African online advertising publication) and talked about by many in the industry. 

At Egg I grew my talents as a director even further and made an impact and impressive name for myself in the industry.

MARCH 2017 MARCH 2018
CAPE TOWN

Film Director
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SKILLS

Film Director YouTube Social Media

Creative Marketing Online Video

Interpersonal Leadership
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QUOTES

With a sensitive style, graphic aesthetics and 
inspirational narratives, Dan tells stories that showcase 
the power of perception and challenge the way people 

interpret life..

- SPY FILMS CANADA

A central theme that runs through Dan’s work is highlighting 
positivity, positive thinking, happiness and turning away from the 
negativity that plagues today’s digital age.“

- CONOR REESE (99 percent lifestyle founder)
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WE ARE
AWESOME

TEAM

w w w . y o u r w e b s i t e h e r e . c o m

SOCIAL 
MEDIA

c u r r i c u l u m  v i t a e

I use Social Media to express my ideas 
and creativity.

I chose YouTube as my primary platform 
as it gave me the ability to tell honest, 
real stories and  that wouldn’t otherwise 
be told that reach to an audience, that 
otherwise would never hear them.    



casey@caseyneistat.com

Casey Neistat Michael Hazell

REFERENCES

YouTuber AVA

michaelhazellsa1@gmail.com



stephen@2plus3post.co.za

Stephen Du Plessis Vjorn Du Toit 
2+3 Post Production Egg Films

vjorn@eggfilms.tv



T H A N K  Y O U
S I Y A B O N G A ,  D A N K I E ,
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